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I’ve enjoyed this immensely. Thank you all
very much. Thank you. I appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the
Therma, Inc., warehouse. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Dan Kirby, floor manager, and Johnny
Gooch, sheet metal foreman, Therma, Inc.; Mayor
Susan Hammer of San Jose; Amy Dean, business
manager, and Steve Preminger, community serv-

ices director, South Bay AFL–CIO Labor Council;
Ray Lancaster, Jr., business representative,
Plumbers, Steamfitters and Refrigeration Fitters
Union Local 393; Mark Van Den Heuvel, business
representative, Sheet Metal Workers Union Local
104; and David Chetcuti, a Millbrae, CA police
officer who was shot and killed in the line of duty
on April 25.

Statement on Signing the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions Act
May 1, 1998

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3579, the
FY ‘‘1998 Supplemental Appropriations and Re-
scissions Act.’’ This emergency supplemental
legislation makes urgently needed funds avail-
able for victims of natural disasters and for our
troops in Bosnia and the Persian Gulf. While
it is disappointing that the Congress has failed
to meet the Nation’s financial responsibilities by
not approving funds for the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) and the United Nations (U.N.),
the Congress has provided funds that I re-
quested for victims of natural disasters at home
and for our military troops overseas.

I am pleased that this legislation will enable
us to meet our commitment to our troops in
Bosnia and the Gulf, to support readiness world-
wide, and to aid victims of natural disasters at
home. This Act provides more than $2 billion
for these purposes.

The Act also includes $2.4 billion for disaster
relief programs for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, for emergency highway
repair, for repairing levees and other flood con-
trol systems, for repairing national wildlife ref-
uges and national park property, and for State
and private forestry, farm loans, dairy, and other
agricultural assistance.

I am also pleased that the Congress has de-
cided to omit a number of extraneous and objec-
tionable items in this legislation, such as provi-
sions to increase the number of assault weapons
on the street, to subsidize banks excessively for
making student loans without fully offsetting the
costs, and to undermine our ability to provide
food stamps to certain legal immigrants.

It is very troubling, however, that the Con-
gress placed politics above sound science by in-
sisting on two measures that would diminish our
public lands. One of these provisions permits
the building of a six-lane commuter highway
near Albuquerque, New Mexico, through the
Petroglyph National Monument. This is a dan-
gerous departure from the practice of managing
National Parks based on sound science and re-
source protection. Another objectionable section
is intended to interfere with the Forest Service’s
ability to manage the National Forests. This
rider is directed at a proposed regulation that
would temporarily suspend road construction in
roadless areas of our National Forests. It im-
poses difficult and burdensome paperwork and
potentially costly compensation requirements on
the Forest Service. In addition, I am very con-
cerned about the limitations placed on the Gov-
ernment’s ability to ensure a fair return for oil
and gas resources extracted from Federal lands.
My Administration will oppose any efforts to
make these limitations permanent.

I am deeply disappointed that this Act extends
the comment period and delays the effective
date of the ‘‘Organ Procurement and Transplan-
tation Network’’ final rule, allowing an unfair
organ allocation system to continue. This inequi-
table system violates the intent of the National
Organ Transplant Act, which requires a national,
equitable system, free of geographic bias, as well
as the American Medical Association’s Code of
Medical Ethics, which prohibits the distribution
of organs on the basis of geographic conditions.
The final rule would ensure that organs are allo-
cated to the sickest candidates first.
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